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[57] ABSTRACT 

A plastic cover for a container including a central cover 
plate having a peripheral flange in a U-shaped cross-sec- 
tion having outer and inner arms connected by a joining 
portion, the inner arm being integral with the central 
cover plate, the peripheral flange adapted to snap onto 
a complementary rim of the mouth of a container, the 
joining portion of the peripheral flange including a slot 
around substantially the entire periphery of the cover 
and defining two opposite lips; a plurality of integral 
tab-spots spaced around the length of the slit and con- 
necting the two lips; a gripping tab integral with the 
inner arm; and hinge segments integral with the two lips 
at locations on the cover substantially opposite the grip- 
ping tab, 

5 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets 
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FIG. 3 is an isometric view of the container cover of 

PLASTIC COVER FOR CONTAINER the present invention in open position; 

FIG. 4 is a partially schematic cross-sectional view 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION along line IV— IV of FIG. 1; and 

— . . . * , . • #i i 5 FIG. 5 is a partially schematic isometric view of the 

The present invention relates to an improved plastic . , K . . J , ... . r - 

. r , r r leading edge of an improved embodiment of the con- 
container or dish cover. * » ■ 
Wi . ... t , . . „ . , tainer cover of the present invention. 
It is well known to make plastic containers or dishes v 

closed by a cover and intended to hold any of a variety DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

of foodstuffs, such as butter Presently such covers {Q ^ of djsh covef of ^ t invention 

typically consist of a central plate and a penpheral identified ^ ^ numeraJ t {n ^ ^ ig mtended 

flange defining a U-shaped cross-section having two ^ ^ ^ a Qr dish such ^ ^ 

arms, namely an outer and inner arm, each of which are ^ ^ numeral 2 m FJG 2 whicfa dish com . 

joined by a joining segment, the inner arm m turn being fl ^ 3 WJth M , extendin outwardly and onto 

joined to the central plate. The periphery of the cover 15 ^ ^ ^ j ^ d ^ CQVer j md lhe 

snaps onto a matching run of a container or dish. Even Qr disfa 2 ^ made m a manner 

though m widespread use, this design has the drawback namcl moldi from a suitab]c lastic materiaI which 

that the cover will sometimes be difficult to remove ^ ^ ^ of the micndcd final application 

from the container. Removal of the cover will be even Qf ^ ^^^^ combination, which material 

more difficult when the container is cold, for instance 20 for example, be polypropylene or high density 

after having been refrigerated in a refrigerator. polyethylene 

The present invention overcomes those drawbacks. It ^ covef comprises a centra i plate 10 w hi c h may 

is an object of the present invention to provide a con- feceive m appropriate j abelj a peripheral flange 11 

tainer cover which is easily manufactured, does not having a Tj. sha ped cross-section which includes two 

require extensive modification of existing molding 25 m omer m n ^ m mner ^ ^ which are 

equipment, will accept labels as may be required, and joined by a joining generally designated 14, as 

will not exhibit difficulties in opening as discussed perhaps best illustrated in FIG. 4. Inner arm 13 also 

aD °ve. joins or is integral with central plate 10 at junction 15. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 30 In the P rcsent invention, joining portion 14 of the pe- 
ripheral flange 11 which comprises arms 12 and 13 of 

The plastic container cover of the present invention the u. shapc d cross section includes a slit 16 in joining 

comprises a central plate, a penpheral flange havmg a portion 14 Q f flange 11 which slit extends through and 

U-shaped cross-section having inner and outer arms substantially around the entire periphery of the flange 

joined by a joining segment, with the inner arm in turn 11( th cre b y defining two mutually opposite lips 17 and 

integral with the central plate, and a peripheral flange 18 SHt 16 is interrupted by a plurality of spaced, 

formed to be complementary with the rim of the mouth mo lded but severable tabs or spots 20-25 which initially 

of a container upon which the cover may be used. This ^ opposite lips 17 and 18. 

inventive cover is particularly characterized in that the xh e inventive cover may additionally comprise, usu- 

joining segment at the junction of the two arms of the ^ £\y ^ong one of its longer sides, namely peripheral 

U-shaped cross-sectioned flange includes a slit which portion or side 26, a gripping tab 30 which is also inte- 

extends around substantially the entire periphery of the grally molded with inner lip 17 and thus linked with 

flange thereby defining two mutually opposite lips, and inner arm 13 and central plate 10. Advantageously, a 

associated with this slit are a plurality of narrow spots clearance or recess 40 may be provided at the level of 

or tab portions around the cover which connect the two 45 gripping tab 30 in outer lip 18 to facilitate access to 

hps. Oil one side of the cover is a gripping tab which is gripping tab 30. 

integral with the lip connected to the inner arm of the i n still another feature of the present invention, pe- 
U-shaped cross section, and thus connected to the cen- ripheral portion or side 31 of the cover opposite periph- 
tral plate, and on the side opposite the lip having the eral portion or side 26 comprises at least two spaced 
gripping tab are hinge segments connecting the two lips ^ hinge segments 32 and 33 linking lips 17 and 18 on 
thereby forming a hinge. opposite sides of slit 16 thereby forming a hinge. Prefer- 
Other practical aspects of the inventive container ably, the thickness of the plastic material is less at the 
cover structure include an embodiment wherein the lip location of the hinge segments 32, 33 than elsewhere in 
integral with the outer arm of the U-shaped cross sec- the cover structure. This less thick portion facilitates 
tion includes a recess opposite the gripping tab so that 55 bending of hinge segments 32, 33 so that they more 
the gripping tab is more easily accessible, and the lips readily act as a flexible hinge. Furthermore, in a pre- 
between the two segments which act as a hinge include ferred embodiment of the hinge, inner lip 57 includes a 
an integrally molded stop member to keep the cover in stop 36 also integrally molded with the cover for engag- 
its open position when desired. ing the opposite Up to facilitate maintaining the cover in 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 60 ^ e ^Ugeou S embodiment shown in FIG. 4, 

Further features and advantages of preferred embodi- the inner surface of outer arm 12 includes an offset, 

ments of the present invention are described in conjunc- ridge or catch 41 which may be annular in the sense that 

tion whh the accompanying drawings, wherein: it may extend entirely, partially or completely around 

FIG. 1 is a top view of the closed container cover of 65 the periphery of the cover, and which cooperates with 

the present invention; an outer lip 4 of rim 3 of a container or dish 2, as shown 

FIG. 2 is an isometric view of a container or dish in FIG. 2, to assure that the cover is maintained in place 

suited for use in conjunction with the inventive cover; on such a container. 
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It should be clear to those skilled in the art that the 
cover of the present invention may be manufactured by 
techniques which are well known present-day molding 
techniques, without the need for significant modifica- 
tions of injection molds in order to adapt them to the 5 
precise form of the present invention. Additionally, the 
cover of the present invention is used in a conventional 
manner and may have appropriate labeling affixed 
thereto, typically on the outer surface of central plate 
10. 10 

When the user wishes to open a container or dish 
having the cover of the present invention thereon, it is 
adequate to grasp tab 30 and to pull it upwardly, 
thereby breaking the severable tabs or spots 20-25, 
whereupon the cover plate 10 pivots about an axis de- is 
fined by hinge segments 32, 33 into an open position as 
illustrated in FIG. 3. 

Accordingly, access to the contents of a container or 
dish covered with the cover of the present invention is 
quite easy, and after the contents of such a container 20 
have been removed to the extent desired, the user closes 
top plate HO by again rotating it about the axis defined 
by hinge segments 32, 33 and snapping the inner arm S3 
into the rim 3 of the mouth of the container upon which 
the present invention is mounted, thereby closing the 25 
container. This opening/closing operation may be re- 
peated numerous times without difficulty using the 
advantageous container cover of the present invention. 

It thus should be clear that the features of the present 
invention make access to the contents of a container 30 
covered thereby quite easy. Furthermore, the severable 
tabs or spots 25 provide an integrity feature to the un- 
opened cover which is useful before a container is first 
opened. 

In an improved embodiment shown in FIG. 3, open- 35 
ing of the cover is further facilitated by the provision of 
vertical risers or reinforcements 50, 51 on outer lip 18 
near severable tabs or spots 20-25 to serve as thrust 
supports thereby facilitating rupture of tabs or spots 
20-23 when in their initially molded, unruptured condi- 40 
tion. 

Those skilled in the art will appreciate that the con- 
tainer or dish cover of the present invention offers sev- 
eral advantages over any existing dish covers. The 
cover of the present invention is easily opened and will 45 
readily stay open thanks to the stop 34 near the hinges 
so that the open cover will not hamper the user. Fur- 
thermore, the cover remains attached to a dish and is 
not lost or soiled during handling and may be quickly 
and easily closed following each use. The design en* SO 
cures that following each opening and closing opera- 
tion, on adequate seal is still achieved for the dish/cover 
combination, thereby eliminating the need for further 
wrapping and thereby achieving additional economy 
and improved sanitation. Still further, the container 55 
cover of the present invention may be simply manufac- 
tured, both with respect to molding and tool design, 
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thus resulting in low manufacturing cost. And, the 
cover is easily put in place during initial packaging of 
products such as foods, in containers, without the need 
for special tooling or precautions, again resulting in 
significant economies. 

While the container cover of the present invention 
has been described in conjunction with specific embodi- 
ments and features, those skilled in the an will appreci- 
ate that other modifications and features may be used as 
a part of the inventive container cover, which modifica- 
tions may still be within the scope and spirit of the 
appended claims. 

What is claimed is: 

1. A cover for a container, comprising: 
a central cover plate; 

a peripheral flange disposed substantially at a periph- 
ery of said cover, said peripheral flange having a 
generally U-shaped cross-section at least partially 
defined by inner and outer arms connected by a 
joining portion, said inner arm being integral with 
said central cover plate, said peripheral flange 
being adapted to snap onto a complimentary rim of 
a mouth of a container; 

inner and outer lip integrally formed with said inner 
and outer arms, respectively, thereby defining a 
peripheral slot extending substantially completely 
around said periphery of said cover; 

a plurality of severable tab-spots disposed within said 
peripheral slot thereby connecting said inner and 
outer lips; 

a gripping tab integral with said inner arm in at least 
one region of said periphery of said cover; and 

at least two hinge segments joining said inner and 
outer lips substantially within said peripheral slot, 
said at least two hinge segments being disposed 
substantially diametrically opposite said gripping 
tab to permit rotation of said central cover plate 
about a rotation axis defined by said hinge seg- 
ments. 

2. The cover of claim 1, wherein the outer lip in- 
cludes a recess opposite the gripping tab on the inner 
lip, for facilitating access to the gripping tab. 

3. The cover of claim 1, additionally comprising a 
stop member integral with one of said inner and outer 
lips and located between two of said at least two hinge 
segments, for engaging the other of said one of said 
inner and outer lips to maintain the cover in open posi- 
tion. 

4. The cover of claim 1, wherein the periphery of said 
cover is substantially rectangular for covering a sub- 
stantially rectangular mouth of a container. 

3. The cover of claim 1, additionally comprising an 
integral reinforcing portion on the outer lip adjacent at 
least one of the tabs-spots for facilitating rupture of the 
tab-spot. 
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